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SUB J : IAMAICAN AMBASSADOR'S VIEWS ON ILO 

1 . DURING A MEETING AUGUST 2, AMB HERBERT WALKER OF JAMAICA 
TOLD ME AND DCM SORENSON THAT QUOTE IT WOULD BE A DISASTER 
IF THE UNITED STATES LEAVES THE ILO UNQUOTE. WALKER EXPLAINED 
THAT (1) THE ILO WAS OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE TO JAMAICA. (2) 
DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS IN JAMAICA ARE MORE DIFFICULT TO 
NURTURE THAN IN THE OLDER, MORE ESTABLISHED DEMOCRACIES 
AND THE TRIPARTITE CHARACTER OF THE ILO IS, THEREFORE, SIGNI- 
IFCANT IN AFFECTING THIS PROCESS, AND (3) THE ILO IS ESPECIALLY 
IMPORTANT IN THE ASSISTANCE THAT IT GIVES TO THE JAMAICAN 
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT WHICH PLAYS A POWERFUL ROLE IN THE 
POLITICAL STRUCTURE OF THE COUNTRY. 

2. AMB WALKER NOTED THAT JAMAICA HAD VOTED TO TREAT THE 
ARTICLE 17 ISSUE IN THE STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE. HE SAID 
THAT THIS WAS THE DELIBERATE DECISION OF JAMAICA'S TOP 
GOVERNMNT AND LABOR LEADERS, EVEN THOUGH IT RAN COUNTER TO 
WHAT MOST OF THE G-77 COUNTRIES WANTED TO DO AND WHAT HE, 
HIMSELF, WOULD HAVE ADVISED THE DELEGATION TO DO ON THE 
BASIS OF POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS. THE POINT HE WAS MAKING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WAS THAT SUPPORT FOR THE PRINCIPLES FOR WHICH THE UNITED 
STATES STOOD IN THE ILO RUN VERY DEEPLY IN HIS COUNTRY. HE 
SAID, HOWEVER, THAT AT THE SAME TIME THERE WERE DEEP ROOTED 
FEELINGS AMONG ALL OF THE G-77 COUNTRIES THAT THIS ORGANIZA- 
TION, WHOSE CHARTER DATES BACK TO 1919, SHOULD BE MODER- 
NIZED. HIS IMPRESSION WAS THAT A COMPROMISE AGREEMENT N 
STRUCTURE AND ARTICLE 17 WAS BEING WORKED OUT TOWARD THE 
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END OF THE CONFERENCE AND HE SAID HE REGRETTED THAT IT HAD 
NOT BEEN POSSIBLE FOR THE IMEC COUNTRIES TO TAKE THE 
STRUCTURE ISSUE INTO ACCOUNT, ALONG WITH AN AGREEMENT 
IN PRINCIPLE ON ARTICLE 17. 

3. AMB WALKER CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
ADMINISTRATION HAS SUCCEEDED IN BRINGING ABOUT A NEW ATMOS- 
PHERE IN NORTH/SOUTH RELATIONS, THAT THERE IS NOW HOPE THAT 
PROGESS CAN BE MADE DESPITE CYNICS IN THE THIRD WORLD WHO 
WARN THAT THE RHETORIC HAS CHANGED BUT NOT THE SUBSTANCE, 
AND THAT EVERYONE IS LOOKING TO THE UNITED STATES FOR THE 
NECESSARY LEADERSHIP. HE FEARED THIS FRAGILE ATMOSPHERE OF 
HOPE AND EXPECATION WOULD BE DESTROYED IF THE UNITED 
STATES WERE NOW TO WITHDRAW FROM THE ILO AND THAT THE CYNICS 
WOULD USE SUCH A DECISION TO UNDERMINE GROWING CONFIDENCE IN 
US OUTREACH TO THE LDCS.VANDEN HEUVEL 
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TAGS: ILO 

SUBJ: JAMAICAN AMBASSADOR'S VIEWS ON ILO 

1 . DURING A MEETING AUGUST 2, AMB HERBERT WALKER OF JAMAICA 
TOLD ME AND DCM SORENSON THAT QUOTE IT WOULD BE A DISASTER 
IF THE UNITED STATES LEAVES THE ILO UNQUOTE. WALKER EXPLAINED 
THAT (1) THE ILO WAS OF MJAOR IMPORTANCE TO JAMAICA. (2) 
DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS IN JAMAICA ARE MORE DIFFICULT TO 
NURTURE THAN IN THE OLDER, MORE ESTABLISHED DEMOCRACIES 
AND THE TRIPARTITE CHARACTER OF THE ILO IS, THEREFORE, SIGNI- 
IFCANT IN AFFECTING THIS PROCESS, AND (3) THE ILO IS ESPECIALLY 
IMPORTANT IN THE ASSISTANCE THAT IT GIVES TO THE JAMAICAN 
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT WHICH PLAYS A POWERFUL ROLE IN THE 
POLITICAL STRUCTURE OF THE COUNTRY. 

2. AMB WALKER NOTED THAT JAMAICA HAD VOTED TO TREAT THE 
ARTICLE 17 ISSUE IN THE STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE. HE SAID 
THAT THIS WAS THE DELIBERATE DECISION OF JAMAICA'S TOP 
GOVERNMNT AND LABOR LEADERS, EVEN THOUGH IT RAN COUNTER TO 
WHAT MOST OF THE G-77 COUNTRIES WANTED TO DO AND WHAT HE, 
HIMSELF, WOULD HAVE ADVISED THE DELEGATION TO DO ON THE 
BASIS OF POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS. THE POINT HE WAS MAKING 
WAS THAT SUPPORT FOR THE PRINCIPLES FOR WHICH THE UNITED 
STATES STOOD IN THE ILO RUN VERY DEEPLY IN HIS COUNTRY. HE 
SAID, HOWEVER, THAT AT THE SAME TIME THERE WERE DEEP ROOTED 
FEELINGS AMONG ALL OF THE G-77 COUNTRIES THAT THIS ORGANIZA- 
TION, WHOSE CHARTER DATES BACK TO 1919, SHOULD BE MODER- 
NIZED. HIS IMPRESSION WAS THAT A COMPROMISE AGREEMENT N 
STRUCTURE AND ARTICLE 17 WAS BEING WORKED OUT TOWARD THE 
END OF THE CONFERENCE AND HE SAID HE REGRETTED THAT IT HAD 
NOT BEEN POSSIBLE FOR THE IMEC COUNTRIES TO TAKE THE 
STRUCTURE ISSUE INTO ACCOUNT, ALONG WITH AN AGREEMENT 

IN PRINCIPLE ON ARTICLE 17. 
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3. AMB WALKER CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
ADMINISTRATION HAS SUCCEEDED IN BRINGING ABOUT A NEW ATMOS- 
PHERE IN NORTH/SOUTH RELATIONS, THAT THERE IS NOW HOPE THAT 
PROGESS CAN BE MADE DESPITE CYNICS IN THE THIRD WORLD WHO 
WARN THAT THE RHETORIC HAS CHANGED BUT NOT THE SUBSTANCE, 
AND THAT EVERYONE IS LOOKING TO THE UNITED STATES FOR THE 
NECESSARY LEADERSHIP. HE FEARED THIS FRAGILE ATMOSPHERE OF 
HOPE AND EXPECATION WOULD BE DESTROYED IF THE UNITED 
STATES WERE NOW TO WITHDRAW FROM THE ILO AND THAT THE CYNICS 
WOULD USE SUCH A DECISION TO UNDERMINE GROWING CONFIDENCE IN 
US OUTREACH TO THE LDCS.VANDEN HEUVEL 
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